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CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 19, 2015
7:00 P.M.

10/19/2015 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the October 19, 2015 City Council meeting to order at 7:03 
p.m.

The following officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 
l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 

l Councilperson Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilperson Jeff Michalak 

l Councilperson Carolynn Stanley 
l Councilperson Jeff Tave 

l City Secretary Ann Vernon 
l LPD Chief Tom Savage

The following official was absent:

l Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Seabrook Volunteer Fire Department retiring Chief Ray Cook and his wife Trish of Wallington Lane in Seabrook thanked the 
City Council for the gift of the first El Lago flag to have been flown over El Lago which was presented to him at his retirement 
party.  He stated that the framed flag "was over and above" and that they really appreciated working with the Council and 
Mayor White. 

MAYOR'S REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING CITY HAPPENINGS 

Mayor White reported on the following events:

l The Third Annual El Lago Fishing Tournament was held on Sunday, Oct 11th.  Over 80 fishermen participated and 
right at 100 tickets were sold for the banquet. A listing of the winners can be found on the city's facebook page. 
l On October 30th the city will be hosting a Halloween costume contest in the Event room followed by a Movie In the 
Park.  Chief Savage and his wife Diane are MC'ing the event. 
l There are new devices in the parks which are to hold left-over grocery store bags to be used to help keep the parks 
clean of our furry friends messes.  The city will hold a contest to name the tubes and also to design how they will be 
decorated.  The contest winner's drawing will be printed as a decal and then applied to the tubes. 
l The fire at the Space City Hardware store completely destroyed the building.  The owner is currently working on 

getting a permit from the city for demolition.

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Lakeview Police Department Chief Tom Savage said there has not been much crime, but knows that many are interested in what 
occurred regarding the accident back on Crestwood at W. Hedgecroft.  The young driver of the vehicle stopped at the intersection and 

looked left and then right, but the interior area between the vehicle windshield and window blocked a small portion of his view.  He 

preceded to accelerate around the corner.  Meanwhile, the pedestrian saw the vehicle stop and assumed the driver saw her so she 

preceded to cross the street.  The vehicle struck the pedestrian and rolled over her leg.  She was transported to the nearby hospital 

and was fully checked-out.  Amazingly, she only experienced bumps and bruises from the incident.  The driver of the vehicle was 
issued a "failure to yield" citation.

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant was not present so CERT Coordinator Art Richard addressed the Council telling 
them that there will be a Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT)  retraining day with the Bay Area Cert group on October 27th. 

 The retraining will be a comprehensive review of all that was learned in the 8 week course over a single day's time. 

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

CONSIDER REQUEST BY CHATT SMITH ALLOWING RED CROSS TO REQUEST THE USE OF THE EL LAGO 
CENTER AS A SHELTER DURING AN EVENT

Mayor White read the agenda item form.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to allow the Red Cross to request the use of the El Lago 

Center as a shelter during an emergency event.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir seconded the motion.

Councilperson Tave asked if there was set criteria on which to make the decision to allow the center's use and he was told each event 
would be considered individually depending on the need and who it would serve, but there is no written criteria. Art Richard said that 
the Red Cross is simply asking permission to ask permission when an event occurs.  The El Lago Center area has already been 

surveyed and considered to be sufficient for shelter use.  Councilperson Tave asked who would make that final decision at the time of 

an event and was told it would be the Mayor and in his absence, Mayor Pro Tem Skelton.    Mr. Smith said that they determine who 

to ask for assistance based on need and zip code so it would possibly be El Lago residents served, but perhaps others as well. 
Councilperson Michalak asked about capacity for the shelter and required security and was told the capacity would be about 40 and 
that they could contact the local police for security, but if the event is local then the police may be busy so they can provide their own 
if needed.

The motion was approved unanimously.

VARIANCE REQUEST BY DEE DEE GUGGENHEIM TO PLACE AN OVERSIZED "FOR SALE" SIGN AT 401 
LAKESHORE DR.

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded approving the variance request to place an oversized "for 
sale" sign at 401 Lakeshore Drive.  Ms. Guggenheim addressed the Council and showed a picture of the sign which she is proposing 

saying that the same sign with minor differences is currently posted in River Oaks.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the property at 401 

Lakeshore is 5 acres and that little sign currently allowed is just not getting the attention they would like.  In addition to the larger sign 

she is proposing from the front, she said she would also like to post a similar sign at the  back of the property facing the lake.  The 

sign would be quick creted into the yard so that it could not disappear and Ms. Guggenheim believes it would benefit El Lago because 

getting the property sold would bring a tax base back to El Lago.  "I can't believe you would not want to let that big property not have a 

bit significant sign" she stated.

Councilperson Tave suggested that perhaps someone searching for a 3.5 million dollar home may not be a "drive by" shopper.  Ms. 

Guggenheim corrected him saying that yes, people do  drive the streets looking for waterfront properties.  Councilperson Michalak 

said that large signs can look very commercial and does not believe that a larger sign is going to attract a buyer; that in fact, it could 

scare them off.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the other properties on Lakeshore she has sold have been to "drive by's" so the signs do 

work.  Councilperson Michalak pointed out that if other Lakeshore properties were sold with the small signs, then this one could be 

too.  

Councilperson Tave motioned to amend the variance request to allow for the larger 4x8 sign on the water, but to keep the smaller size 
of sign on the street side of the property. Councilperson Stanley seconded the motion and it failed with a vote of two in favor.  The 

main motion  with the approved amendment failed with a vote of Councilperson Kumar and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton in favor and all 

others opposed.

NATALIE ONG TO DISCUSS PLACEMENT OF THE GEORGE WALRAVEN MEMORIAL BENCH

Councilperson Tave motioned to hear Ms. Ong's suggested placement of the bench and Councilperson Michalak seconded it.

Mrs. Natalie Ong of 407 Willow Vista told Council that George Walraven was the second Mayor of El Lago and was instrumental in 
getting the city incorporated in 1961.  He was the first President of Harris County WCID #50 and built the building which housed City 

Hall at the time.  After supplying additional history, Mrs. Ong said that she first came to the city for funds to honor Mayor Walraven, 

and when no funds were available, they went to friends and families and asked for donations.  The bench has been purchased and is 

now ready to be placed and she is asking the Council for permission to have it placed in the City Hall breezeway  beneath the window 

in front of the Fitness Center doors.  After discussing how the bench would be anchored, Mrs. Ong said she  is currently working on a 

plaque to go on the bench, but not yet sure how or where it will be placed.

The motion passed unanimously.

ORDINANCE 433 AMENDING THE CITY'S PARKING ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE NO PARKING ON THE GRASS IN 
THE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

Mayor White read the agenda item form aloud.  Councilperson Kumar-Misir motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded 
approving Ordinance 433 amending the city's parking ordinance to include no parking on the grass in the commercial district.  Chief 

Savage told the Council that where the El Lago marina used to be, there are often times a couple of vehicles parked on the grass, 
looking bad and rutting up the property.  The police will use discretion when enforcing this ordinance.  It is not intended that anyone at 

an actual business be penalized.

Councilperson Stanley motioned to amend the ordinance so that parking on the grass in commercial district could be allowed under 
special circumstances with Council approval.

Councilperson Kumar asked what determines the nature of who gets to park on the grass and was told that it would be up to the 
discretion of the Council.  Councilperson Kumar seconded amending the ordinance main motion and it was approved unanimously.

The motion to approve Ordinance 433 including the amendment passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

INVESTMENT REPORTS FROM THE FOLLOWING PERIODS:

1. FY2015 3rd Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 3rd Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $5.09 was earned in 
interest.

2. FY2015 4th Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 4th Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $0.92 was earned in 
interest.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council could learn what was earned through account fees savings with the Wells Fargo bank 
accounts and was told that they could, but it was not available at this time.

A motion to approve the 3rd and 4th Quarter Investment reports was made by Councilperson Tave.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 

the motion and it was approved unanimously.

ORDINANCE 434 ADJUSTING THE FY2015 BUDGET WITH A NET CHANGE OF ZERO DOLLARS

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded approving Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget with 
a net change of zero dollars.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council was going to be given a detail report showing what accounts were over and under the budget 
at a future meeting as this ordinance seems like the "cart before the horse."  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton said this budget information is 
in the past; that currently the city is in FY2016. He stated that he understands doing a review of the FY2015 budget, but why should 
that impede approving this ordinance now since the money has already been spent and the budget adjustment ordinance is just to 
reflect what was already done?  Councilperson Stanley asked where the reserve fund is reflected and where it is fiscally housed.  She 

was told that it is primarily in the city's Operating account which is kept at Wells Fargo bank and that another very minor portion is 
being held in the TexPool account.  Councilperson Tave reiterated that we (the Council) should know what happened to the funds and 
why the need for the budget adjustment before approving an adjusting ordinance.

The motion to approve Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget passed with a vote of three in favor and with Councilpersons Tave 
and Stanley opposed.

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA

Councilperson Tave said he would like to have a final end of the year report on the FY2015 budget and also a recap from Joe 
Neigut on the Fishing Tournament.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned to adjourn, Councilperson Michalak seconded the motion and it was approved by all. 
 Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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occurred regarding the accident back on Crestwood at W. Hedgecroft.  The young driver of the vehicle stopped at the intersection and 

looked left and then right, but the interior area between the vehicle windshield and window blocked a small portion of his view.  He 

preceded to accelerate around the corner.  Meanwhile, the pedestrian saw the vehicle stop and assumed the driver saw her so she 

preceded to cross the street.  The vehicle struck the pedestrian and rolled over her leg.  She was transported to the nearby hospital 

and was fully checked-out.  Amazingly, she only experienced bumps and bruises from the incident.  The driver of the vehicle was 
issued a "failure to yield" citation.
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CONSIDER REQUEST BY CHATT SMITH ALLOWING RED CROSS TO REQUEST THE USE OF THE EL LAGO 
CENTER AS A SHELTER DURING AN EVENT

Mayor White read the agenda item form.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to allow the Red Cross to request the use of the El Lago 

Center as a shelter during an emergency event.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir seconded the motion.

Councilperson Tave asked if there was set criteria on which to make the decision to allow the center's use and he was told each event 
would be considered individually depending on the need and who it would serve, but there is no written criteria. Art Richard said that 
the Red Cross is simply asking permission to ask permission when an event occurs.  The El Lago Center area has already been 

surveyed and considered to be sufficient for shelter use.  Councilperson Tave asked who would make that final decision at the time of 

an event and was told it would be the Mayor and in his absence, Mayor Pro Tem Skelton.    Mr. Smith said that they determine who 

to ask for assistance based on need and zip code so it would possibly be El Lago residents served, but perhaps others as well. 
Councilperson Michalak asked about capacity for the shelter and required security and was told the capacity would be about 40 and 
that they could contact the local police for security, but if the event is local then the police may be busy so they can provide their own 
if needed.

The motion was approved unanimously.

VARIANCE REQUEST BY DEE DEE GUGGENHEIM TO PLACE AN OVERSIZED "FOR SALE" SIGN AT 401 
LAKESHORE DR.

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded approving the variance request to place an oversized "for 
sale" sign at 401 Lakeshore Drive.  Ms. Guggenheim addressed the Council and showed a picture of the sign which she is proposing 

saying that the same sign with minor differences is currently posted in River Oaks.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the property at 401 

Lakeshore is 5 acres and that little sign currently allowed is just not getting the attention they would like.  In addition to the larger sign 

she is proposing from the front, she said she would also like to post a similar sign at the  back of the property facing the lake.  The 

sign would be quick creted into the yard so that it could not disappear and Ms. Guggenheim believes it would benefit El Lago because 

getting the property sold would bring a tax base back to El Lago.  "I can't believe you would not want to let that big property not have a 

bit significant sign" she stated.

Councilperson Tave suggested that perhaps someone searching for a 3.5 million dollar home may not be a "drive by" shopper.  Ms. 

Guggenheim corrected him saying that yes, people do  drive the streets looking for waterfront properties.  Councilperson Michalak 

said that large signs can look very commercial and does not believe that a larger sign is going to attract a buyer; that in fact, it could 

scare them off.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the other properties on Lakeshore she has sold have been to "drive by's" so the signs do 

work.  Councilperson Michalak pointed out that if other Lakeshore properties were sold with the small signs, then this one could be 

too.  

Councilperson Tave motioned to amend the variance request to allow for the larger 4x8 sign on the water, but to keep the smaller size 
of sign on the street side of the property. Councilperson Stanley seconded the motion and it failed with a vote of two in favor.  The 

main motion  with the approved amendment failed with a vote of Councilperson Kumar and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton in favor and all 

others opposed.

NATALIE ONG TO DISCUSS PLACEMENT OF THE GEORGE WALRAVEN MEMORIAL BENCH

Councilperson Tave motioned to hear Ms. Ong's suggested placement of the bench and Councilperson Michalak seconded it.
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getting the city incorporated in 1961.  He was the first President of Harris County WCID #50 and built the building which housed City 

Hall at the time.  After supplying additional history, Mrs. Ong said that she first came to the city for funds to honor Mayor Walraven, 

and when no funds were available, they went to friends and families and asked for donations.  The bench has been purchased and is 

now ready to be placed and she is asking the Council for permission to have it placed in the City Hall breezeway  beneath the window 

in front of the Fitness Center doors.  After discussing how the bench would be anchored, Mrs. Ong said she  is currently working on a 

plaque to go on the bench, but not yet sure how or where it will be placed.
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10/19/2015 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the October 19, 2015 City Council meeting to order at 7:03 
p.m.

The following officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 
l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 

l Councilperson Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilperson Jeff Michalak 

l Councilperson Carolynn Stanley 
l Councilperson Jeff Tave 

l City Secretary Ann Vernon 
l LPD Chief Tom Savage

The following official was absent:

l Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Seabrook Volunteer Fire Department retiring Chief Ray Cook and his wife Trish of Wallington Lane in Seabrook thanked the 
City Council for the gift of the first El Lago flag to have been flown over El Lago which was presented to him at his retirement 
party.  He stated that the framed flag "was over and above" and that they really appreciated working with the Council and 
Mayor White. 

MAYOR'S REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING CITY HAPPENINGS 

Mayor White reported on the following events:

l The Third Annual El Lago Fishing Tournament was held on Sunday, Oct 11th.  Over 80 fishermen participated and 
right at 100 tickets were sold for the banquet. A listing of the winners can be found on the city's facebook page. 
l On October 30th the city will be hosting a Halloween costume contest in the Event room followed by a Movie In the 
Park.  Chief Savage and his wife Diane are MC'ing the event. 
l There are new devices in the parks which are to hold left-over grocery store bags to be used to help keep the parks 
clean of our furry friends messes.  The city will hold a contest to name the tubes and also to design how they will be 
decorated.  The contest winner's drawing will be printed as a decal and then applied to the tubes. 
l The fire at the Space City Hardware store completely destroyed the building.  The owner is currently working on 

getting a permit from the city for demolition.

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Lakeview Police Department Chief Tom Savage said there has not been much crime, but knows that many are interested in what 
occurred regarding the accident back on Crestwood at W. Hedgecroft.  The young driver of the vehicle stopped at the intersection and 

looked left and then right, but the interior area between the vehicle windshield and window blocked a small portion of his view.  He 

preceded to accelerate around the corner.  Meanwhile, the pedestrian saw the vehicle stop and assumed the driver saw her so she 

preceded to cross the street.  The vehicle struck the pedestrian and rolled over her leg.  She was transported to the nearby hospital 

and was fully checked-out.  Amazingly, she only experienced bumps and bruises from the incident.  The driver of the vehicle was 
issued a "failure to yield" citation.

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant was not present so CERT Coordinator Art Richard addressed the Council telling 
them that there will be a Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT)  retraining day with the Bay Area Cert group on October 27th. 

 The retraining will be a comprehensive review of all that was learned in the 8 week course over a single day's time. 

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

CONSIDER REQUEST BY CHATT SMITH ALLOWING RED CROSS TO REQUEST THE USE OF THE EL LAGO 
CENTER AS A SHELTER DURING AN EVENT

Mayor White read the agenda item form.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to allow the Red Cross to request the use of the El Lago 

Center as a shelter during an emergency event.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir seconded the motion.

Councilperson Tave asked if there was set criteria on which to make the decision to allow the center's use and he was told each event 
would be considered individually depending on the need and who it would serve, but there is no written criteria. Art Richard said that 
the Red Cross is simply asking permission to ask permission when an event occurs.  The El Lago Center area has already been 

surveyed and considered to be sufficient for shelter use.  Councilperson Tave asked who would make that final decision at the time of 

an event and was told it would be the Mayor and in his absence, Mayor Pro Tem Skelton.    Mr. Smith said that they determine who 

to ask for assistance based on need and zip code so it would possibly be El Lago residents served, but perhaps others as well. 
Councilperson Michalak asked about capacity for the shelter and required security and was told the capacity would be about 40 and 
that they could contact the local police for security, but if the event is local then the police may be busy so they can provide their own 
if needed.

The motion was approved unanimously.

VARIANCE REQUEST BY DEE DEE GUGGENHEIM TO PLACE AN OVERSIZED "FOR SALE" SIGN AT 401 
LAKESHORE DR.

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded approving the variance request to place an oversized "for 
sale" sign at 401 Lakeshore Drive.  Ms. Guggenheim addressed the Council and showed a picture of the sign which she is proposing 

saying that the same sign with minor differences is currently posted in River Oaks.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the property at 401 

Lakeshore is 5 acres and that little sign currently allowed is just not getting the attention they would like.  In addition to the larger sign 

she is proposing from the front, she said she would also like to post a similar sign at the  back of the property facing the lake.  The 

sign would be quick creted into the yard so that it could not disappear and Ms. Guggenheim believes it would benefit El Lago because 

getting the property sold would bring a tax base back to El Lago.  "I can't believe you would not want to let that big property not have a 

bit significant sign" she stated.

Councilperson Tave suggested that perhaps someone searching for a 3.5 million dollar home may not be a "drive by" shopper.  Ms. 

Guggenheim corrected him saying that yes, people do  drive the streets looking for waterfront properties.  Councilperson Michalak 

said that large signs can look very commercial and does not believe that a larger sign is going to attract a buyer; that in fact, it could 

scare them off.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the other properties on Lakeshore she has sold have been to "drive by's" so the signs do 

work.  Councilperson Michalak pointed out that if other Lakeshore properties were sold with the small signs, then this one could be 

too.  

Councilperson Tave motioned to amend the variance request to allow for the larger 4x8 sign on the water, but to keep the smaller size 
of sign on the street side of the property. Councilperson Stanley seconded the motion and it failed with a vote of two in favor.  The 

main motion  with the approved amendment failed with a vote of Councilperson Kumar and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton in favor and all 

others opposed.

NATALIE ONG TO DISCUSS PLACEMENT OF THE GEORGE WALRAVEN MEMORIAL BENCH

Councilperson Tave motioned to hear Ms. Ong's suggested placement of the bench and Councilperson Michalak seconded it.

Mrs. Natalie Ong of 407 Willow Vista told Council that George Walraven was the second Mayor of El Lago and was instrumental in 
getting the city incorporated in 1961.  He was the first President of Harris County WCID #50 and built the building which housed City 

Hall at the time.  After supplying additional history, Mrs. Ong said that she first came to the city for funds to honor Mayor Walraven, 

and when no funds were available, they went to friends and families and asked for donations.  The bench has been purchased and is 

now ready to be placed and she is asking the Council for permission to have it placed in the City Hall breezeway  beneath the window 

in front of the Fitness Center doors.  After discussing how the bench would be anchored, Mrs. Ong said she  is currently working on a 

plaque to go on the bench, but not yet sure how or where it will be placed.

The motion passed unanimously.

ORDINANCE 433 AMENDING THE CITY'S PARKING ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE NO PARKING ON THE GRASS IN 
THE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

Mayor White read the agenda item form aloud.  Councilperson Kumar-Misir motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded 
approving Ordinance 433 amending the city's parking ordinance to include no parking on the grass in the commercial district.  Chief 

Savage told the Council that where the El Lago marina used to be, there are often times a couple of vehicles parked on the grass, 
looking bad and rutting up the property.  The police will use discretion when enforcing this ordinance.  It is not intended that anyone at 

an actual business be penalized.

Councilperson Stanley motioned to amend the ordinance so that parking on the grass in commercial district could be allowed under 
special circumstances with Council approval.

Councilperson Kumar asked what determines the nature of who gets to park on the grass and was told that it would be up to the 
discretion of the Council.  Councilperson Kumar seconded amending the ordinance main motion and it was approved unanimously.

The motion to approve Ordinance 433 including the amendment passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

INVESTMENT REPORTS FROM THE FOLLOWING PERIODS:

1. FY2015 3rd Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 3rd Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $5.09 was earned in 
interest.

2. FY2015 4th Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 4th Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $0.92 was earned in 
interest.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council could learn what was earned through account fees savings with the Wells Fargo bank 
accounts and was told that they could, but it was not available at this time.

A motion to approve the 3rd and 4th Quarter Investment reports was made by Councilperson Tave.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 

the motion and it was approved unanimously.

ORDINANCE 434 ADJUSTING THE FY2015 BUDGET WITH A NET CHANGE OF ZERO DOLLARS

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded approving Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget with 
a net change of zero dollars.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council was going to be given a detail report showing what accounts were over and under the budget 
at a future meeting as this ordinance seems like the "cart before the horse."  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton said this budget information is 
in the past; that currently the city is in FY2016. He stated that he understands doing a review of the FY2015 budget, but why should 
that impede approving this ordinance now since the money has already been spent and the budget adjustment ordinance is just to 
reflect what was already done?  Councilperson Stanley asked where the reserve fund is reflected and where it is fiscally housed.  She 

was told that it is primarily in the city's Operating account which is kept at Wells Fargo bank and that another very minor portion is 
being held in the TexPool account.  Councilperson Tave reiterated that we (the Council) should know what happened to the funds and 
why the need for the budget adjustment before approving an adjusting ordinance.

The motion to approve Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget passed with a vote of three in favor and with Councilpersons Tave 
and Stanley opposed.

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA

Councilperson Tave said he would like to have a final end of the year report on the FY2015 budget and also a recap from Joe 
Neigut on the Fishing Tournament.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned to adjourn, Councilperson Michalak seconded the motion and it was approved by all. 
 Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the October 19, 2015 City Council meeting to order at 7:03 
p.m.

The following officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 
l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 

l Councilperson Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilperson Jeff Michalak 

l Councilperson Carolynn Stanley 
l Councilperson Jeff Tave 

l City Secretary Ann Vernon 
l LPD Chief Tom Savage

The following official was absent:

l Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Seabrook Volunteer Fire Department retiring Chief Ray Cook and his wife Trish of Wallington Lane in Seabrook thanked the 
City Council for the gift of the first El Lago flag to have been flown over El Lago which was presented to him at his retirement 
party.  He stated that the framed flag "was over and above" and that they really appreciated working with the Council and 
Mayor White. 

MAYOR'S REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING CITY HAPPENINGS 

Mayor White reported on the following events:

l The Third Annual El Lago Fishing Tournament was held on Sunday, Oct 11th.  Over 80 fishermen participated and 
right at 100 tickets were sold for the banquet. A listing of the winners can be found on the city's facebook page. 
l On October 30th the city will be hosting a Halloween costume contest in the Event room followed by a Movie In the 
Park.  Chief Savage and his wife Diane are MC'ing the event. 
l There are new devices in the parks which are to hold left-over grocery store bags to be used to help keep the parks 
clean of our furry friends messes.  The city will hold a contest to name the tubes and also to design how they will be 
decorated.  The contest winner's drawing will be printed as a decal and then applied to the tubes. 
l The fire at the Space City Hardware store completely destroyed the building.  The owner is currently working on 

getting a permit from the city for demolition.

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Lakeview Police Department Chief Tom Savage said there has not been much crime, but knows that many are interested in what 
occurred regarding the accident back on Crestwood at W. Hedgecroft.  The young driver of the vehicle stopped at the intersection and 

looked left and then right, but the interior area between the vehicle windshield and window blocked a small portion of his view.  He 

preceded to accelerate around the corner.  Meanwhile, the pedestrian saw the vehicle stop and assumed the driver saw her so she 

preceded to cross the street.  The vehicle struck the pedestrian and rolled over her leg.  She was transported to the nearby hospital 

and was fully checked-out.  Amazingly, she only experienced bumps and bruises from the incident.  The driver of the vehicle was 
issued a "failure to yield" citation.

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant was not present so CERT Coordinator Art Richard addressed the Council telling 
them that there will be a Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT)  retraining day with the Bay Area Cert group on October 27th. 

 The retraining will be a comprehensive review of all that was learned in the 8 week course over a single day's time. 

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

CONSIDER REQUEST BY CHATT SMITH ALLOWING RED CROSS TO REQUEST THE USE OF THE EL LAGO 
CENTER AS A SHELTER DURING AN EVENT

Mayor White read the agenda item form.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to allow the Red Cross to request the use of the El Lago 

Center as a shelter during an emergency event.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir seconded the motion.

Councilperson Tave asked if there was set criteria on which to make the decision to allow the center's use and he was told each event 
would be considered individually depending on the need and who it would serve, but there is no written criteria. Art Richard said that 
the Red Cross is simply asking permission to ask permission when an event occurs.  The El Lago Center area has already been 

surveyed and considered to be sufficient for shelter use.  Councilperson Tave asked who would make that final decision at the time of 

an event and was told it would be the Mayor and in his absence, Mayor Pro Tem Skelton.    Mr. Smith said that they determine who 

to ask for assistance based on need and zip code so it would possibly be El Lago residents served, but perhaps others as well. 
Councilperson Michalak asked about capacity for the shelter and required security and was told the capacity would be about 40 and 
that they could contact the local police for security, but if the event is local then the police may be busy so they can provide their own 
if needed.

The motion was approved unanimously.

VARIANCE REQUEST BY DEE DEE GUGGENHEIM TO PLACE AN OVERSIZED "FOR SALE" SIGN AT 401 
LAKESHORE DR.

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded approving the variance request to place an oversized "for 
sale" sign at 401 Lakeshore Drive.  Ms. Guggenheim addressed the Council and showed a picture of the sign which she is proposing 

saying that the same sign with minor differences is currently posted in River Oaks.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the property at 401 

Lakeshore is 5 acres and that little sign currently allowed is just not getting the attention they would like.  In addition to the larger sign 

she is proposing from the front, she said she would also like to post a similar sign at the  back of the property facing the lake.  The 

sign would be quick creted into the yard so that it could not disappear and Ms. Guggenheim believes it would benefit El Lago because 

getting the property sold would bring a tax base back to El Lago.  "I can't believe you would not want to let that big property not have a 

bit significant sign" she stated.

Councilperson Tave suggested that perhaps someone searching for a 3.5 million dollar home may not be a "drive by" shopper.  Ms. 

Guggenheim corrected him saying that yes, people do  drive the streets looking for waterfront properties.  Councilperson Michalak 

said that large signs can look very commercial and does not believe that a larger sign is going to attract a buyer; that in fact, it could 

scare them off.  Ms. Guggenheim said that the other properties on Lakeshore she has sold have been to "drive by's" so the signs do 

work.  Councilperson Michalak pointed out that if other Lakeshore properties were sold with the small signs, then this one could be 

too.  

Councilperson Tave motioned to amend the variance request to allow for the larger 4x8 sign on the water, but to keep the smaller size 
of sign on the street side of the property. Councilperson Stanley seconded the motion and it failed with a vote of two in favor.  The 

main motion  with the approved amendment failed with a vote of Councilperson Kumar and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton in favor and all 

others opposed.

NATALIE ONG TO DISCUSS PLACEMENT OF THE GEORGE WALRAVEN MEMORIAL BENCH

Councilperson Tave motioned to hear Ms. Ong's suggested placement of the bench and Councilperson Michalak seconded it.

Mrs. Natalie Ong of 407 Willow Vista told Council that George Walraven was the second Mayor of El Lago and was instrumental in 
getting the city incorporated in 1961.  He was the first President of Harris County WCID #50 and built the building which housed City 

Hall at the time.  After supplying additional history, Mrs. Ong said that she first came to the city for funds to honor Mayor Walraven, 

and when no funds were available, they went to friends and families and asked for donations.  The bench has been purchased and is 

now ready to be placed and she is asking the Council for permission to have it placed in the City Hall breezeway  beneath the window 

in front of the Fitness Center doors.  After discussing how the bench would be anchored, Mrs. Ong said she  is currently working on a 

plaque to go on the bench, but not yet sure how or where it will be placed.

The motion passed unanimously.

ORDINANCE 433 AMENDING THE CITY'S PARKING ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE NO PARKING ON THE GRASS IN 
THE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

Mayor White read the agenda item form aloud.  Councilperson Kumar-Misir motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded 
approving Ordinance 433 amending the city's parking ordinance to include no parking on the grass in the commercial district.  Chief 

Savage told the Council that where the El Lago marina used to be, there are often times a couple of vehicles parked on the grass, 
looking bad and rutting up the property.  The police will use discretion when enforcing this ordinance.  It is not intended that anyone at 

an actual business be penalized.

Councilperson Stanley motioned to amend the ordinance so that parking on the grass in commercial district could be allowed under 
special circumstances with Council approval.

Councilperson Kumar asked what determines the nature of who gets to park on the grass and was told that it would be up to the 
discretion of the Council.  Councilperson Kumar seconded amending the ordinance main motion and it was approved unanimously.

The motion to approve Ordinance 433 including the amendment passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

INVESTMENT REPORTS FROM THE FOLLOWING PERIODS:

1. FY2015 3rd Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 3rd Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $5.09 was earned in 
interest.

2. FY2015 4th Quarter Investment Report - Mayor White read the 4th Quarter Investment report aloud stating that $0.92 was earned in 
interest.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council could learn what was earned through account fees savings with the Wells Fargo bank 
accounts and was told that they could, but it was not available at this time.

A motion to approve the 3rd and 4th Quarter Investment reports was made by Councilperson Tave.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 

the motion and it was approved unanimously.

ORDINANCE 434 ADJUSTING THE FY2015 BUDGET WITH A NET CHANGE OF ZERO DOLLARS

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded approving Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget with 
a net change of zero dollars.

Councilperson Tave asked if the Council was going to be given a detail report showing what accounts were over and under the budget 
at a future meeting as this ordinance seems like the "cart before the horse."  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton said this budget information is 
in the past; that currently the city is in FY2016. He stated that he understands doing a review of the FY2015 budget, but why should 
that impede approving this ordinance now since the money has already been spent and the budget adjustment ordinance is just to 
reflect what was already done?  Councilperson Stanley asked where the reserve fund is reflected and where it is fiscally housed.  She 

was told that it is primarily in the city's Operating account which is kept at Wells Fargo bank and that another very minor portion is 
being held in the TexPool account.  Councilperson Tave reiterated that we (the Council) should know what happened to the funds and 
why the need for the budget adjustment before approving an adjusting ordinance.

The motion to approve Ordinance 434 adjusting the FY2015 budget passed with a vote of three in favor and with Councilpersons Tave 
and Stanley opposed.

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA

Councilperson Tave said he would like to have a final end of the year report on the FY2015 budget and also a recap from Joe 
Neigut on the Fishing Tournament.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton motioned to adjourn, Councilperson Michalak seconded the motion and it was approved by all. 
 Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor
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