OBSERVATION REPORT
Address:

414 Hickory Ridge Dr, El Lago, TX 77586.

Date report:

3/19/2021

Date pictures: 3/18/2021
By:

Armand Barbe, Building Official of the Cities of El Lago and Taylor Lake Village

Purpose:

Establish present general condition of the home and what risks the home may pose to
people and pets.

Requested by: City of El Lago

Observations:
414 Hickory Ridge is a 4-bedroom single story home with masonry cladding and wooden siding. It has a
detached garage. The front is on the North side, the backyard is South.
The main building suffered severe fire damage and its structure is probably compromised. It has a large
hole in the roof. It shows signs of rot in the siding. The home is easily accessible by people and animals.
In the pictures, debris can be seen outside and inside the main building. It is possible that food remains,
furniture, insulation materials, fabrics, paper, drywall, in various states of decay, are inside the building.
Most damage from fire seems to be in the center of the building. Signs of soot can be seen on the sides,
under the soffits and on the top 2 feet of the walls.
The garage has a hole in the roof and the driveway has holes in it as well.
The pictures show one can see through the main building into the back yard through a large opening in
the back wall. This means that dust from debris, ashes, insulation fibers, etc. can freely blow out of the
home onto the street and into the back yard.
From the pictures it is concluded that the home, due to its missing walls and broken windows, and the
hole in the roof, does not effectively protect from weather. It is not expected to withstand strong winds.
People and animals entering the building can inhale fibers, trip and fall, get injured by glass edges and
possibly nails, get infections from contact with decaying materials and get in contact with animals inside.

Recommendations:
1) As soon as possible: control access to the home and patch the hole in the roof, and
2) before the 2021 hurricane season starts: demolish and remove the main building and the
garage.

Note:
Pictures were taken from Hickory Ridge Drive with a Pentax K10 camera and a Tamron 18-250 mm lens.
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